
 

 

Going to Jackson 
Savor the Flavor of Tennessee Museums 

 
 

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
Complete Program 

 

 

Tuesday – March 17, 2015 
 
5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. – TAM Board Meeting, Old Hickory Boardroom 
 
 

 

Wednesday – March 18, 2015 
 

8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. – Conference Registration, Information, Lobby 
 
8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. – Drop off for Silent Auction 
 
11:00 a.m. – Humanities Tennessee Pre-Conference Meeting, Old Hickory Board Room 
 
10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. – Exhibitor Showcase, Andrew Jackson Hallway 
Pick-up your Exhibitor Passport at the Showcase and drop in your business card for a drawing 
for free Titanic Exhibit tickets at Discovery Park. 
 
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. – “Welcome to Jackson Luncheon,”  

Andrew Jackson Ballroom 
 Guest Speaker,  Dan Pomeroy, Tennessee State Museum, Museum Ethics. 
 
2:00 p.m. – Buses depart hotel lobby for Discovery Park.  The bus ride will include a short 
overview of facility and exhibits by Discovery Park employees. 
 
3:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. – Explore inside exhibitions and tour outside grounds Discovery Park. 
Separate Titanic Exhibit tickets must be purchased before 5:00 p.m.  Tickets are $7.00/person.  
The Titanic Exhibit closes at 7:30 p.m. 
 
7:00 p.m. – Awards Dinner, Dinosaur Hall.  Dress for success but bring comfortable shoes and 
enjoy Blue Bank Catfish and BBQ.  Three drink tickets will be provided for the evening.  A cash 
bar will also be available. 
 



 

 

9:00 p.m. – Buses depart for hotel. 
 

 

Thursday, March 29, 2014 
 
8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. – Conference Registration, Information, Lobby 
 
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. – Exhibitor Showcase Open 
 
9:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. – Silent Auction Open for Bidding 

 
8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. – SESSION ONE 
 

A.) Successful Volunteer Recruitment Strategies, John Quincy Adams 
Having volunteers in the wings who can give eight hours a day is no longer the case for 
most museums. Recruitment is a process that enables the selection of the right people 
for the right task. The key to successful volunteer recruitment is understanding the 
environment where people want to volunteer and the time they have to give. This 
session will look at different age groups, help you decide which groups are best for your 
museum, and give practical suggestions for attracting these groups to your museum as 
volunteers. 

Speakers: 
Bethany Hawkins, Program Manager, American Association for State and Local  
History 
Rebecca Price,  American Association of State and Local History 
 

B.) Out of the Kitchen, Into the Tour Script: Giving The Women's Story at your Site Equal 
Time, John C. Calhoun 
Is the women's story at your historic house museum or site a bit two-dimensional and 
thin? In this session we will explore creative ways to interpret women's stories and put 
their roles in historical context so that visitors may more fully appreciate women's 
history. Using the example of researching and rewriting the tour script to fully integrate 
Sarah McEwen Doak, mistress of the Doak House, into the story at her home, the 
session will explore creating a story where the historical record is lacking or silent 
altogether.  

Speaker: 
 Dollie Boyd, Director, Museums of Tusculum College 
 

C.) Museums as a Teaching Institution, Martin Van Buren 
Museums serve as an educational facility for various communities.  The primary mission 
is to meaningfully engage the public.  Museums may also serve as a research facility or a 
working laboratory to strengthen and further scholarship.  The C.H. Nash Museum at 
Chucalissa serves as an example of a museum that provides opportunities for college 



 

 

students to conduct internships, assistantships, and complete projects (such as practica) 
for college graduation.  This session will feature students discussing these various 
museum opportunities and how they are applied to furthering museum scholarship.     

Speakers: 
Samantha Hurt, Administrative Assistant, C.H. Nash Museum at Chucalissa 
Nur Aballa, Graduate Assistant, C.H. Nash Museum at Chucalissa 

 
9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  Coffee Break, Andrew Jackson Ballroom Hallway 
  
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. – SESSION TWO 

 
A.) Tennessee Folklife: An Opportunity for Tennessee Museums 
John Quincy Adams 
In this session, participants will learn how incorporating Tennessee folklife into museum 
programs can build museum attendance and broaden museum constituencies. Dr. 
Shawn Pitts, Board Member for Arts in McNairy County (AIM), will share the success 
enjoyed at AIM from documenting and presenting local folklife and history at the Latta 
Visitor and Cultural Center in Selmer Tennessee. Dana Everts-Boehm, Folklife Program 
Assistant for Tennessee Arts Commission (TAC) will talk about selected folklife programs 
underway in Tennessee, with an emphasis on bringing immigrant folklife and traditions 
to Tennessee museums.  Participants will gain new insights into the rich folklife found in 
Tennessee as well as new program ideas and sources for funding and technical 
assistance. 

Speakers:  Dr. Shawn Pitts, Board Member, Arts in McNairy County 
Dana Everts-Boehm, Folklife Program Assistant, Tennessee Arts Commission 
Moderator:  Linda Caldwell, Former Executive Director, Tennessee Overhill  
Heritage Association 
 

B.) Creating a “Taste” for History in the Classroom 
John C. Calhoun 
Sure it is easy to take a history program into the classroom, besides that’s where they 
teach history.  But how to make it fun, hands-on, and palatable?  We have developed a 
number of programs that bring history into the classroom, make it tangible, and connect 
students through their senses.  One of our most successful and key programs is bringing 
the gristmill, a complex operation, and placing it in the student’s hands 

  Speaker: 
  Rachel Lee, Park Ranger II, Tennessee State Parks 
 

C.) Service Members in Your Backyard: Extending Outreach to Military Families 
Martin Van Buren 

Did you know we have military families in every county of our state? Participants will 
enjoy an overview of Tennessee's military footprint and learn strategies for providing 
outreach to members of the armed services, veterans, and their families. The session 
will introduce Department of Defense programs and non-profit organizations currently 



 

 

operating to serve this community and ways for museums and cultural institutions to 
partner with these programs to provide outreach and develop new initiatives to serve 
this often invisible yet substantial sector of Tennessee's population. Speaker: 

Rebekah Brummett, Service to the Armed Forces Program Manager, American  
Red Cross 

 
 

11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. –Business Luncheon, University Conference Room 
    
    
1:30 p.m.  – 2:30 p.m. – SESSION THREE 
 

A.) “If I had it to do over again… “  Lessons Learned From Museum Construction 
Projects 
John Quincy Adams 

Project managers on two recently completed construction projects, the new Discovery 
Park of America in Union City, and the renovation of the National Civil Rights Museum in 
Memphis, will share practical lessons that can be applied to any exhibit or capital 
project.  Polly Brasher of Discovery Park of America will share her experience in building 
a museum from the ground up.  Tracy Lauritzen Wright of the National Civil Rights 
Museum will share her experience in renovating within a historic structure, the Lorraine 
Motel.  Both presenters will provide dos and don’ts that have application to a range of 
projects.  By discussing what went wrong as well as what went right, participants will 
come away with practical ideas on better managing their own projects of any size.  
 Speakers: 

    Polly Brasher, Director of Education, Discovery Park of America 
   Tracy Lauritzen-Wright, Director of Operations, National Civil Rights Museum 

 
B.) Capturing the Cornerstone: Giving Voice to a Place and its Community 
John C. Calhoun 
This panel explores the challenges of bringing life to a site instrumental in building and 
sustaining a community. Cornerstone of the Community: A History of 110 West College 
Street, an exhibit created for the Murfreesboro Center for the Arts, tells the story of this 
site, and provides a unique perspective on the social, cultural, and intellectual 
development of its community. This session, however, will not solely focus on the 
exhibit itself. From adaptive reuse of a building to community buy-in to procuring 
material culture, this exhibit is representative of larger challenges in exhibit 
development as well as solutions to these issues. Cornerstone is not just an exhibit. It 
brings place back to community and community to place. It is a manifestation of 
learning, collaborating, overcoming, and succeeding.  

Speakers: 
Caleb C. Knies, PhD Student, Middle Tennessee State University 
Kayla Pressley, PhD Student, Middle Tennessee State University 
Olivia Lane Tillner, PhD Student, Middle Tennessee State University 



 

 

Erica Bettross, PhD Student, Middle Tennessee State University 
 
C.) Expand Your Educational Menu and Add Some Seasoning to Your Programs 

Martin Van Buren 
Is it time to expand your educational menu and add some seasoning to your programs?  
What dishes are students, teachers, and schools looking for in a local museum?  Join me 
for this two part session.  On the day 1 we will be discussing the ingredients necessary 
for good, well rounded pre and post lesson activities by looking at current educational 
theories.  Day 2 will focus on using those ingredients to create something new to take 
back to your site with you.  The 2 day goal is to not only stock your cabinets with 
necessary ingredients, but for you to leave with something you can put into place 
immediately.  

Speakers: 
Christopher Grisham, Program Coordinator, Tennessee State Museum 
Ella Marie Sullivan, Public Programs Assistant, Tennessee State Museum 
 

 2:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. - Break 
 
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. SESSION FOUR 
 

A.) Benefits of Partnerships for Sites Operating on Shoestring Budget 
John Quincy Adams 
This session will demonstrate how a small non-profit organization organized to restore 
and preserve a rural historic site, was able to meet its original goal and expand through 
partnerships and creative initiatives.  

Speaker: 
 Serina K. Gilbert, Volunteer Executive Director, Promise Land Community Club 

 
B.) Eating is a Mess: English Military Cuisine in the 18th Century 

John C. Calhoun 
As Napoleon Bonaparte famously said, "An army marches on its stomach." For the 
English military of the Seven Years War, the ration provided a necessary benefit to 
soldiers serving abroad. Cooked in tin kettles and improvised devices, the diet of British 
soldiers showcased the organizational strengths and weaknesses of the English military 
logistical system.This session will outline the various techniques utilized by these 
soldiers, and discuss the application of cooking demonstrations to public outreach about 
a wide variety of topics such as international trade, social stratification in the military 
and cross-cultural exchange     

Speakers: 
   Eric Hughey, Park Manager, Fort Loudoun State Historic Area 
   Hobart Akin, Park Ranger, Fort Loudoun State Historic Area 

 
  

 



 

 

EVENING EVENTS 
 
5:00 p.m. – Buses will leave for Rusty’s Car Museum.  Enjoy a self-guided tour. Last bus will 
leave at 6:15 p.m. 
 
6:00 p.m. – Enjoy a self-guided tour of the Cumberland Historic Home.  Light refreshments and 
beverages will be served.  Refreshments are provided by Cumberland House and West 
Tennessee Museum’s Association. 
 
 
7:00 p.m. – Dinner and Live Auction, The Aeneaus Building.  Completed in 1916, the original 

structure was the home of Jackson's First Cumberland Presbyterian Church and replaced an 

earlier nineteenth century church of the same denomination. Today it is home of Aeneas 

Internet & Telephone, while the original church sanctuary and basement are used for public 

events. The restoration process kept intact the historic architecture and design of the 

building, while adding modern conveniences like catering amenities and developing the 

lovely outdoor courtyard, garden and balcony. 

 

 
FRIDAY, MARCH 21, 2014 

 
8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. – Conference Registration, and Information, Lobby 
 
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. – Exhibitor Hall Open and Auction Pick Up, University Conference Room 
 
8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. – SESSION FIVE 
 
A.) The Bitter and The Sweet: Relocation of an Enslaved Cemetery at the Nashville Zoo  

John Quincy Adams 
This session will highlight the process of, partnerships formed and information discovered 
during the relocation of an enslaved cemetery at the Nashville Zoo at Grassmere. What started 
out as simply needing to relocate a cemetery site from an unmarked, soon-to-be developed 
spot to a more appropriate location at the Grassmere Historic Farm turned into an opportunity 
to partner with MTSU, Vanderbilt University, Tennessee State University, Historic Nashville Inc, 
Metro Nashville Public Schools and the Nashville community. These partnerships are allowing 
us to bring a voice to a group of people nearly lost to time.  

Speakers: 
Tori Mason, Historic Site Manager, Nashville Zoo at Grassmere 
Rebecca Verner,  Nashville Zoo at Grassmere 
Dr. Shannon Hodge,  Nashville Zoo at Grassmere 

 
B.) A Potluck of Community Learning: The National Civil Rights Museum Links Education & 

Cultural Center 
John C. Calhoun 



 

 

The Links Education and Cultural Center is a space within the newly re-designed National Civil 
Rights Museum. Since the April 2014 reopening, the Links Center has played a vital role in 
establishing partnerships and broadening programming at the Museum. Partnerships have 
included MidSouth Peace and Justice, Life Skills Workshops through Links, Inc. Leadership 
Academy, the Guidance Academy of True Enrichment, and more. The Center has also been the 
host site of teacher training initiatives.  Further, the NCRM Education Department is reaching 
beyond the walls of the Museum and into local classrooms. This session will highlight the 
potluck of mission-driven partnerships between the National Civil Rights Museum and its 
community.  

Speakers: 
Jody Stokes-Casey, Education Coordinator, National Civil Rights Museum  
Barbara Andrews, Director of education & Interpretation, National Civil Rights Museum 

 
 

 
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. – SESSION SIX 
 

A.) Savor the Flavor of Museum/School Partnerships: John Early Museum Magnet Middle 
School & the Croft House at the Nashville Zoo 
John Quincy Adams 

This session will detail the year-long project-based learning (PBL) partnership between staff at 
the Croft House at the Nashville Zoo and the 7th grade team at John Early Museum Magnet 
Middle School in Nashville. The two organizations partnered up to allow students to explore 
and tell the story of the unknown people buried in the cemetery near the zoo entrance. 
Teachers have collaborated with zoo staff all year to develop PBL units that encourage students 
to engage in archaeological programs, DNA analysis, and the presentation of public programs 
related to the individuals buried in the recently relocated cemetery.  
 Speakers: 
 Lyndell Edmondson, Instructional Designer, John Early Museum Magnet Middle 
 School 
 Becky Verner, Instructional Designer, John Early Museum Magnet Middle  
 School 
 Tori Mason, Historic Site Manager, Nashville Zoo at Grassmere 
  
B.). Excellent Awards of Excellence 
John C. Calhoun 
This session will be covering the in's and out's of writing a successful TAM Award of Excellence 
submission.  There will be plenty of time for a question and answer period, so come armed with 
ideas! Speakers: 
 Leah Walker, Site & Events Manager, Doak House Museum 
 Lisa Chastain 
  
 
C.) "Museum Networking Within the Community" 



 

 

Martin Van Buren 
This session will provide information about how two organizations have partnered to share the 
history and promote tourism within the Town of Oliver Springs and the surrounding areas. 
Examples of activities and events will be shared, and exhibits will include pictures and artifacts.  

Speakers: 
Julia H. Daniel, President, Mayme Carmichael School Organization, Inc. and 
member of the Oliver Springs Historical Society 
Faye M. Curd, Secretary/Co-Treasurer, Mayme Carmichael School Organization, 
Inc. and member of the Oliver Springs Historical Society 
 

 
11:30 a.m. – Use personal transportation for Casey Jones for a self-guided tour.   
 
Noon – Closing lunch at Providence House at Casey Jones.   
 
 

Conference Ends 
 
Exhibitor Passport drawing for tablet will be during Friday lunch. 


